ESC Headquarter — Avenue de Rhodanie 60 — 1007 Lausanne — Switzerland

To: The President of the International
Shooting Sport Federation

CC: All ISSF Member Federations

ISSF Rule Changes

Dear Mr President,
Dear Sir / Madam,

Since | received the circular letter regarding changes of the rules, accepted by the
Administrative Council, 1 would like to mention that the basis of our position re-
mains the promotion of shooting sports as a spectator sport. The European Con-
federation has always insisted on the necessity of changes.

I would like to draw your attention to some details of your letter which caused con-
fusion.

You insist that the proposed changes received a positive response during their
presentation at the World Cup Final in Munich. This statement is not correct. The
reaction of the audience and participants of the rapid fire final was negative. At the
meeting of shooters and coaches (after the final) many critical views were stated in
the presence of the Executive Director Mr. W. Schreiber and the Technical Dele-
gate Vice-President Mr. G. Anderson. Almost nobody supported the innovation.
This fact was reported to you personally, Mr. President, in my letter on November
the 3rd.

In addition to the many technical suggestions all the participants agreed that is not
reasonable to change the rules in the middle of the Olympic cycle. Probably it is
time to make relevant changes in the ISSF Statutes.

Surely the Administrative Council of ISSF has the right to approve changes without
taking in to consideration the opinion of the shooting community. But is it worth it to
use this right and be proud of that? We have already lost a few great Olympic
disciplines!
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Why did you keep preparations of such important changes in secret? If you do care
at all about the future of our sport it would be better to consider the opinion of the
best shooters and coaches!

It is not clear at all why it surprises you when the President of one of the Continen-
tal Confederations and ISSF Administrative Council member addresses other ISSF
member Federations?

Such communication fully satisfies both - the Statutes of the Federation and de-
mocratic principals on which we should build our relationship. Before sending a
letter to member federations | have addressed you personally, Mr. President, but
you made no suggestions or proposals in response to my appeal.

We are deeply confident that the opinion of athletes and coaches should be heard
and considered.

We strongly believe that the leaders of the federation should serve the interest of
the community.

We are sure that the open exchange of opinions between member federations
should be profitable for the sport and we do believe in the necessity of constructive
dialog with all organizations and people who are interested in its development.

The right to have an opinion is undeniable in a democratic society and we insist on
its realization!

And we regret if you don't share these ideas.
We regret, but we won't accept it!
With due respect,

ISSF Administrative Council Member
ESC President

V. Lisin



